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Greater Moncton Dragon Boat Festival
Team Information




Paddle. Fundraise. Make a Difference.
Join one of Greater Moncton's premier community events while supporting the Lions Sick Children's Fund and local charities throughout Southeastern New Brunswick. Since 2006, Festival participants have raised millions of dollars to support children, families, schools, and community organizations. 

The Festival is the signature fundraising event for the Lions Sick Children's Fund, while also supporting charities and community causes selected by participating teams. 

Whether you're representing a business, community group, school, or joining as a first-time paddler, the Greater Moncton Dragon Boat Festival offers a fun, team-oriented experience for all skill levels.

About the Festival
Held annually at Jones Lake in Moncton, the Greater Moncton Dragon Boat Festival brings teams together for a day of friendly competition, fundraising, and community spirit. 

What is Dragon Boat Racing?
Dragon boat racing is one of the fastest-growing team sports in the world. It is easy to learn, exciting to participate in, and emphasizes teamwork above all else. 
Each dragon boat includes:
· 20 paddlers
· 1 drummer
· 1 steersperson
The drummer helps the team paddle together while the steersperson guides the boat along the racecourse. The festival provides trained steers for all teams. 
No experience is necessary.


Festival Highlights
· Dragon boat racing at Jones Lake
· High school, community, and corporate divisions
· Fundraising in support of local charities
· Awards for racing, fundraising, and team spirit
· Food vendors and family-friendly activities
· No previous dragon boat experience required

Friday, High School Division
· Racing begins at approximately 2:00 p.m.
· Events conclude before sunset
Saturday, Community and Corporate Division
· Racing begins at approximately 9:00 a.m.
· Events conclude at approximately 1:00 p.m.
Final event schedules will be shared with registered teams prior to Festival weekend. 

Team Requirements
Each team should include:
· 20 paddlers
· 1 drummer
· 2 to 4 alternate paddlers (recommended)
The festival provides a trained steersperson for every team. 

Team Captain Responsibilities
The Team Captain is responsible for:
· Registering the team
· Recruiting participants
· Sharing Festival information
· Coordinating practice sessions
· Ensuring all required forms are completed

Pledge Coordinator Responsibilities
The Pledge Coordinator:
· Collects fundraising information
· Tracks donations
· Ensures fundraising is submitted by required deadlines
The Team Captain and Pledge Coordinator may be the same person. 

Team Registration
Registration is completed online through the festival website.
Please ensure all contact information is accurate so important updates can be shared with your team.

Registration Fees
Community and Corporate Teams
· Early Bird Registration: $500 (Before April 1)
· Regular Registration: $600
High School
· $200.00
Fundraising
High School teams are required to raise a minimum of; $2,300.00 ($2100 + Registration)
Community / Corporate teams as required to raise a minimum of Fundraising proceeds are distributed as follows: $2400.00 ($1800 + Registration)
· 60% supports the Lions Sick Children's Fund
· 40% supports a charity selected by the team
High school teams may direct their portion toward Safe Grad activities or another approved school initiative. 
Tax Receipts
· Donations of $25 or more are eligible for a charitable tax receipt. 

Team Practices
No experience is required.
Each team will receive one practice session before Festival weekend. Practice schedules will be provided after registration. 
The Festival provides:
· Dragon boats
· Paddles
· Lifejackets
· Safety instruction
Participants should dress appropriately for weather conditions and be prepared to get wet.



Race Format
Every team is guaranteed at least two races. 

Competition Structure
1. Preliminary heats
2. Team rankings based on race times
3. Championship final featuring the six fastest teams
Awards
· Gold Medal
· Silver Medal
· Bronze Medal
The fastest teams advance to compete for Festival honours. 

Festival Awards
Top Fundraising High School Team
The high school team that raises the most money will receive a:

$500 Student Bursary, to be awarded by the school. 
Top Fundraising Community or Corporate Team
The top fundraising team will receive:
· A team prize
· Complimentary registration for the following year's Festival
Best Dressed Drummer
· Awarded to the most creative and spirited drummer.
Philip Barton Memorial Spirit Award
· Presented to the high school team demonstrating exceptional enthusiasm, sportsmanship, creativity, and team spirit. 

Food & Vendors
A variety of food and beverage vendors will be available throughout Festival weekend. Participants and spectators are encouraged to enjoy the Festival atmosphere and support local vendors. 



Frequently Asked Questions
Do I need experience?
No. Dragon boat racing is easy to learn, and every team receives a practice session before the event. 
What should I wear?
Wear comfortable clothing suitable for weather conditions. Clothing that dries quickly is recommended.
Is equipment provided?
Yes. Paddles, life jackets, dragon boats, and steerspeople are provided. 
What if our team needs paddlers?
Contact the Festival organizing committee. We will do our best to connect individual paddlers with teams that require additional participants. 
Can individuals register without a team?
Yes. Individual paddlers may be matched with teams looking for additional participants. 

Contact Us
For registration, fundraising, team information, or general inquiries:
Email: monctondragonboat@gmail.com
Location: Jones Lake, Moncton, New Brunswick
We look forward to welcoming you to the 2027 Greater Moncton Dragon Boat Festival. Together, we can make a difference for children, families, and communities across New Brunswick.
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